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Intimacy
Rede�ned
EDENHOUSE, NELSON,
NEW ZEALAND

CONSISTENTLY RATED BY top travel

magazines as one of the best luxury

lodges in New Zealand, and by home

and garden magazines as one of the

prettiest, Edenhouse was not meant to

be a hotel at all. The brainchild of a 

former Australian finance honcho and his

real estate and design-driven Kiwi wife,

the main building and the cottage were

built to serve as a home to live in and

entertain guests when the couple

decided to move to New Zealand from

the UK. The set-up consists of two

rooms in the main building, and a quaint

cottage with one en suite bedroom and

a first floor with three beds, ideal for

kids. Guests arrive by helicopter from

Nelson airport, and often go off for

lunch on a chopper to one of the

national parks where they can fine-dine

atop a mountain. This is discreet, intimate

luxury at its best—the kind Hollywood 

stars prefer, and often frequent.

($1,200 per night; garden cottage

at $1,400, including breakfast and dinner

for two) www.edenhouse.co.nz

—Jamal Shaikh
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